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eCities is an annual research study that examines community-level factors that foster entrepreneurship 

and small business development. The focus is on entrepreneurship and small business growth because of 

their importance to the expansion and diversification of regional economies and job creation. The primary 

purpose of eCities is to understand the impact of the strategies and success stories of Michigan 

communities across the state. The data collected not only provides a means for benchmarking 

performance, but it also allows communities to learn from the qualities and efforts of their neighboring 

communities.   

Background   

Across the country, economic development activities are carried out by various entities, including state 

agencies, regional associations, and counties. While these broader organizations engage in promoting 

economic development in Michigan, similar activities are also undertaken by many townships, cities, 

and villages. Given this, the eCities project uses the community as the unit of measurement, and not a 

county or metropolitan area, as other studies have used.   

The eCities project seeks to provide benchmarking tools and overview reports for participating 

communities and has incorporated new ways to learn from the success stories of local communities 

across the state. While there is no single solution for every community, the success stories allow 

communities to understand strategies that can be tailored to local resources and communities. Helping 

local communities, who often have the most impact on small and entrepreneurial firms, provides an 

opportunity to improve the environment for entrepreneurialism throughout the state. Since its inception 

in 2007, eCities has grown from 14 to over 250 eligible communities and more than 300 communities 

invited to participate each year. As communities continue to demonstrate their interest in the annual 

project, the eCities team is implementing new ways to benchmark community progress and offer more 

comprehensive analysis to participating communities.   

  



    

                          

  

Data Sources  

This year, five-year’s worth of publicly available data on communities was collected by the eCities team 

to analyze trends surrounding business and economic cycles. Such data demonstrates growth, 

investments, and the cost of doing business within the communities.   

More specifically, eCities examined eleven publicly available data points relating to community growth 

and investment metrics that impact the business community. Data was collected on 277 Michigan 

communities from 54 of the 83 counties in the state. Communities were chosen based on population, 

geography, and relative size within counties.  

Property Values (7 data points): Examines the changes in the amount of real commercial 

property, real industrial property, real total property, personal commercial property, personal 

industrial property, total personal property, and overall total property  

  

Property Taxes (1 data point): Examines the changes in the average non-homestead tax rate  

  

Governmental Assets (3 data points): Examines the changes in non-depreciated, depreciated, and 

total governmental assets  

  
Additionally, municipalities were given the opportunity to describe their distinct strategies and successes 

by answering three optional, open-ended questions.   

  

Please describe a policy created or action taken by the local government (or coordinated 

economic development effort) from the past five years and explain how it improved the 

business climate of your community for small businesses.  

  

What are your community’s overall objectives for business development/engagement over the 

next 5 years?  

  

Please share one high quality photograph of your community and explain how the image 

portrays your community as a great place for entrepreneurs and/or small business.  

  

These submissions were then reviewed by a panel of experts in entrepreneurship, small business 

support services, and government relations to determine this year’s Honored Communities. These short-

answer prompts allowed community leaders to articulate their unique stories of diversity, value, and 

action beyond just the numbers.    

  

  

  



    

                          

  

eCities strives to collect, measure, and analyze data that aids participating communities in as many ways 

possible. As such, eCities 2018 marked significant contributions to fulfilling this mission by continuing to 

evaluate Honored Communities with a new panel of entrepreneurs and experts. To eligible communities, 

the eCities success story review panel provides a unique perspective and personal evaluation of the 

community’s “pitch” to potential entrepreneurs or investors. This panel included:  

Nicolette Carlone, President, NICA Group, Inc.  

Staney DeGraff, CEO, Innovatrium  

Preetinder Gill, Director, Corporate Strategy, Bosch  

Frederick W. Hoffman, Of Counsel, Clark Hill PLC  

Patrick Keyes, Lecturer in the Department of Management Studies, University of Michigan-Dearborn  

Kyle Mazurek, Manager of External Affairs, Comcast  

Kris Pfaehler, CEO, Sand Dollar Global Advisors, LLC  

Jeffrey Rinvelt, Principal, Renaissance Venture Capital Fund  

Rod Sturgeon, Retired Property Tax Manager, Exxon Mobil  

  

2018 Honored Communities   
  

For the 2018 project, over 270 communities participated in the study. Each community was eligible to 

respond to the three open-ended prompts, in which they were given an opportunity to articulate their 

specific efforts relating to development and small business attraction. Each response was reviewed by a 

panel of entrepreneurs, small business support leaders, and governmental liaisons. This year, 26 

communities completed the optional questions, and out of these communities, the 2018 study 

recognized four based on their innovative and successful efforts at fostering entrepreneurship and 

encouraging economic development. This year’s Honored Communities are: the City of Charlevoix, the  

City of Hillsdale, the City of Marquette, and the City of Sault Ste. Marie.  
  

City of Charlevoix  
 The City of Charlevoix serves as the central hub for its five surrounding townships and 

has organized ambitious goals to enable these communities to work together to promote 

businesses and its citizens. It has focused on developing more and better housing, jobs, 

and quality of life for residents, believing those are drivers for a growing and successful  

community. Charlevoix implemented a redevelopment program that renovates existing structures for 

tenants, businesses, and aspiring entrepreneurs. This policy lowers taxes and lease rents, thus supporting 

its community members. This program, amongst others, has led to the creation of new businesses and 

housing, allowing the community to prosper. The City of Charlevoix, including its business owners and 

community members, thrive on the energy and enthusiasm centered on entrepreneurship.  

  

  

  



    

                          

  

City of Hillsdale  
The City of Hillsdale is devoted to its citizens and has implemented new 

programs that encourage aspiring business owners to find prosperity for 

themselves and the city. Many of these programs involve matching funds for 

new  

businesses, forgivable loans, and remodeling and restoring the community and historic buildings. These 

financing programs have enabled Hillsdale to become a flourishing city with new and exciting businesses 

emerging, allowing citizens to follow their passion. In addition to new businesses, the City also focuses on 

retaining and expanding its existing businesses, recognizing their importance with regards to job creation 

and culture within the community. Hillsdale also works to strengthen connections and create partnerships 

with neighboring communities, schools, and organizations to create jobs. As a community devoted to 

improvement, innovation, and local entrepreneurism, Hillsdale is a great city to pursue dreams.   

  

City of Marquette  
The City of Marquette is a beautiful community that takes pride not just in their natural 

beauty, but in their devotion to innovation, technology improvements, and the 

surrounding ecosystems. By becoming a Satellite SmartZone, the state provides local  

funding matches for entrepreneurs, thus fostering an environment for new          

development and businesses. This implementation gives the city more resources, 

connections, and technology that it did not have before, allowing aspiring entrepreneurs and existing 

businesses the opportunity to shape their future in new ways. This program also allows the City to create 

new ways to be sustainable and foster a community of success. By completing the MEDC’s formal 

Redevelopment Ready Community evaluations, Marquette addresses each of the deficient areas within 

the community to adopt and implement better practices to continue its improvement and development.  

  

City of Sault Ste. Marie   
 The City of Sault Ste. Marie is known for much more than their famous Soo  

Locks. The City has devoted its resources to supporting local business owners, 

formulating the Economic Resource Alliance (ERA) to serve as a focus and  

support group. Their goal is to be a place where businesses can flourish and connect with one another to 

build strong relationships and enhance the community’s economic health and prosperity. For example, 

they have implemented training programs for residents to learn a variety of skills in order to contribute 

to the wealth of the City. Many of their initiatives have led to the receipt of grants to help small businesses 

in the area. Their programs enable businesses to emerge, enhancing the development and success of the 

City. Sault Ste. Marie demonstrates that community members can thrive together through collaboration.  

Opportunities are plentiful in the City of Sault Ste. Marie.   

  

  

  

  



    

                          

  

2018 Five-Star and Four-Star Communities   
  

Beyond the four Honored Communities, a total of 181 communities were recognized as 5-star and 4star 

communities. The 5-star and 4-star communities in the eCities project are part of a group of Michigan 

communities that have seen the strongest growth in business development over the past five years, 

while controlling the costs of doing business in town.  

  

Five-Star Honored Communities  
City of Alma  Genoa Township  Oxford Township  

City of Ann Arbor  Georgetown Township  Paradise Township  

Ann Arbor Township  City of Gladstone  City of Perry  

Armada Township  City of Grand Blanc  Plymouth Township  

Atlas Township  Grand Haven Township  City of Pontiac  

Bath Charter Township  Grand Rapids Township  City of Reading  

City of Benton Harbor  Green Oak Township  City of Richmond  

Charter Township of Bloomfield  Harrison Township  City of Rochester Hills  

Brandon Township  City of Houghton  City of Romulus  

City of Brighton  City of Huntington Woods  City of Roseville  

Byron Township  Independence Township  City of Royal Oak  

Caledonia Township  City of Ironwood  Shelby Township  

Cascade Township  City of Ishpeming  Spring Lake Township  

City of Charlevoix  City of Kentwood  City of St. Clair Shores  

Clinton Township  City of Laingsburg  City of Sterling Heights  

City of Coldwater  City of Lansing  City of Sturgis  

Commerce Township  City of Lapeer  Sylvan Township  

Davison Township  Leighton Township  City of Troy  

Delhi Township  Leoni Township  Tyrone Township  

Delta Township  Lyon Township  Union Township  

DeWitt Township  Macomb Township  Vassar Township  

City of East Grand Rapids  City of Madison Heights  City of Walker  

City of East Lansing  Manchester Township  City of Warren  

City of Eastpointe  City of Marshall  Washington Township  

Emmet Township  Mount Morris Township  Waterford Township  

City of Fenton  City of New Baltimore  White Lake Township  

Fenton Township  City of Novi  City of Wixom  

City of Ferndale  City of Oak Park  City of Ypsilanti  

City of Frankenmuth  Oceola Township  Ypsilanti Township  

Fruitport Township  Orion Township  City of Zeeland  

  Oshtemo Township    



    

                          

  

Four-Star Honored Communities  

Allendale Township   City of Grandville  Niles Township  

Antwerp Township   City of Grosse Pointe Farms  City of Northville  

City of Auburn Hills   City of Grosse Pointe Park  Northville Township  

Bay City   City of Grosse Pointe Woods  City of Norton Shores  

Bedford Township   Hamburg Township  Oakland Township  

City of Belding   City of Hamtramck  City of Owosso  

City of Berkley   City of Hastings  Park Township  

Blackman Township   City of Hazel Park  Pere Marquette Township  

Bridgeport Township   Highland Township  Pittsfield Township  

Brighton Township   City of Holland  Plainfield Township  

City of Burton   Holly Township  City of Plymouth  

Cannon Township   City of Howell  City of Portage  

Canton Township   City of Hudsonville  City of Sault Ste. Marie  

City of Chelsea   Huron Township  City of Southfield  

Chesterfield Township   City of Ionia  City of Southgate  

Comstock Township   City of Iron Mountain  Springfield Township  

City of Davison   City of Kalamazoo  City of St. Clair  

City of Dearborn   Kalamazoo Township  City of St. Johns  

City of Dexter   City of Kingsford  Summit Township  

Egelston Township   Kochville Township  Sumpter Township  

Elmwood Township   City of Livonia  Superior Township  

City of Farmington   Marquette Township  City of Tecumseh  

City of Farmington Hills   City of Marquette  Traverse City  

City of Flushing   City of Mason  City of Utica  

City of Fraser   City of Melvindale  Vienna Township  

Garfield Township   Meridian Township  City of Walled Lake  



    

                          

  

Genesee Township   Milford Township  West Bloomfield Township  

Grand Blanc Township   City of Monroe  City of Williamston  

City of Grand Haven   City of Mount Pleasant  City of Woodhaven  

City of Grand Ledge   Mundy Township   City of Wyoming  

       

     

Highlights  

This year, the 277 eligible communities from 54 counties span the state of Michigan and are home to 

70% of its population. Over the five-year period of 2013-2017, these communities increased their capital 

assets by an average of 2% per year by investments such as street and building improvements, 

technology, and emergency vehicles and equipment, spending nearly $24 billion in 2017 alone. Further, 

these places are home to 85% of Michigan’s real commercial property and have 63% of the state’s total 

property value.  

  

In 2018, eCities recognized 181 such municipalities as four- and five- star communities.   

  

The four- and five-star communities come from 44 Michigan counties. These communities vary in size, 

with some being the most populated places in the state, to others being home to fewer than 2,000 

residents. These communities are able to grow property values (up 5.3%) and investments (up 3.9%) 

annually, while only increasing taxes by six-tenths of a percent.  

  

Moreover, when compared to the overall group of participating communities, the four- and five-star 

communities are better in all three categories – property values, taxes, and assets. Such findings indicate 

growth and investment, through small increases to funding resources.  

  

Conclusion   

eCities 2018 marked more than a decade of helping communities to improve the state’s entrepreneurial 

climate by collecting and sharing the strategies and successes of Michigan municipalities and providing an 

understanding of what strategies are successful in engaging the business community. The eCities project 

highlights how local governments from across Michigan are growing their communities and supporting 

businesses. As a university, the University of Michigan-Dearborn wants to share the successes and educate 

about the best practices that can be used by other communities in the state. As the nature of economic 

development evolves, eCities is a tool to help local governments demonstrate their role in the changing 

economy. These governments are supporting unique and innovative efforts locally, while collaborating 

regionally to help Michigan businesses compete in an ever-changing business climate.  



    

                          

  

Much like the entrepreneurs whom they covet, communities need to understand that strategies 

cannot be copied and applied without consideration. Communities need to recognize and match their 

resources to best meet the needs of their businesses if they are to encourage growth and attract 

entrepreneurial investment.   

  

To learn more about the eCities project or iLabs, please contact us at ecities@umd.umich.edu or 313.593.3991. 

eCities 2019 will launch in May 2019. Visit www.umdilabs.com/ecities for updates.  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.umdilabs.com/ecities
http://www.umdilabs.com/ecities
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eCities is an annual research study that examines community-level factors that foster entrepreneurship 

and small business development. The focus is on entrepreneurship and small business growth because of 

their importance to the expansion and diversification of regional economies and job creation. The primary 

purpose of eCities is to understand the impact of the strategies and success stories of Michigan 

communities across the state. The data collected not only provides a means for benchmarking 

performance, but it also allows communities to learn from the qualities and efforts of their neighboring 

communities.   

Background   

Across the country, economic development activities are carried out by various entities, including state 

agencies, regional associations, and counties. While these broader organizations engage in promoting 

economic development in Michigan, similar activities are also undertaken by many townships, cities, 

and villages. Given this, the eCities project uses the community as the unit of measurement, and not a 

county or metropolitan area, as other studies have used.   

The eCities project seeks to provide benchmarking tools and overview reports for participating 

communities and has incorporated new ways to learn from the success stories of local communities 

across the state. While there is no single solution for every community, the success stories allow 

communities to understand strategies that can be tailored to local resources and communities. Helping 

local communities, who often have the most impact on small and entrepreneurial firms, provides an 

opportunity to improve the environment for entrepreneurialism throughout the state. Since its 

inception in 2007, eCities has grown from 14 to over 250 eligible communities and more than 300 

communities invited to participate each year. As communities continue to demonstrate their interest in 

the annual project, the eCities team is implementing new ways to benchmark community progress and 

offer more comprehensive analysis to participating communities.   

  



    

                          

  

Data Sources  

This year, five-year’s worth of publicly available data on communities was collected by the eCities team 

to analyze trends surrounding business and economic cycles. Such data demonstrates growth, 

investments, and the cost of doing business within the communities.   

More specifically, eCities examined eleven publicly available data points relating to community growth 

and investment metrics that impact the business community. Data was collected on 277 Michigan 

communities from 54 of the 83 counties in the state. Communities were chosen based on population, 

geography, and relative size within counties.  

Property Values (7 data points): Examines the changes in the amount of real commercial 

property, real industrial property, real total property, personal commercial property, personal 

industrial property, total personal property, and overall total property  

  

Property Taxes (1 data point): Examines the changes in the average non-homestead tax rate  

  

Governmental Assets (3 data points): Examines the changes in non-depreciated, depreciated, 

and total governmental assets  

  
Additionally, municipalities were given the opportunity to describe their distinct strategies and successes 

by answering three optional, open-ended questions.   

  

Many businesses face challenges related to talent attraction and retention. Please describe a 

recent action your local government (or coordinated economic development effort) took to 

help alleviate those challenges for businesses in your community.  

  

Please describe a recent action taken by your local government (or coordinated economic 

development effort) to build relationships with external partners/resources and explain how it 

benefited a struggling business in your community.  

  

Please share one high quality photograph of your community and explain how the image 

portrays your community as a great place for entrepreneurs and/or small business.   

  

These submissions were then reviewed by a panel of experts in entrepreneurship, small business 

support services, and government relations to determine this year’s Honored Communities. These 

short-answer prompts allowed community leaders to articulate their unique stories of diversity, value, 

and action beyond just the numbers.    

 

 

 



    

                          

  

eCities strives to collect, measure, and analyze data that aids participating communities in as 

many ways possible. As such, eCities 2019 marked significant contributions to fulfilling this 

mission by continuing to evaluate Honored Communities with a new panel of entrepreneurs 

and experts. To eligible communities, the eCities success story review panel provides a unique 

perspective and personal evaluation of the community’s “pitch” to potential entrepreneurs or 

investors. This panel included:  
  

Amy Cell, Chief Matchmaker, Amy Cell Talent  

Amy Clickner, CEO, Lake Superior Community Partnership  

Eric Frederick, AICP, LEED AP, Vice President, Community Affairs, Connected Nation  

Marcus Harris, Lecturer, Strategy and Entrepreneurship, University of Michigan-Dearborn  

Richmond Hawkins, Senior Commercial Lender, Detroit Development Fund  

Kevin Johnson, MBA, CPA, Policy Development Planner, SEMCOG  

Patrick Keyes, Lecturer, Department of Management Studies, University of Michigan-Dearborn  

Junghyun Lee, Associate Professor, University of Michigan-Dearborn  

Kyle Mazurek, Manager of External Affairs, Comcast  

Pavan Muzumdar, Chief Operating Officer, Automation Alley  

Miche Rayment, CEO and Founder, The Hire EffectTM  

Jeffrey Rinvelt, Principal, Renaissance Venture Capital  

Rod Sturgeon, Retired Property Tax Manager, Exxon Mobil  

  

2019 Honored Communities   
  

For the 2019 project, over 270 communities participated in the study. Each community was eligible to 

respond to the three open-ended prompts, in which they were given an opportunity to articulate their 

specific efforts relating to talent attraction and retention strategies, partnerships, and small business 

attraction. Each response was reviewed by a panel of entrepreneurs, small business support leaders, 

and governmental liaisons. This year, 32 communities completed the optional questions, and out of 

these communities, the 2019 study recognized five based on their innovative and successful efforts at 

fostering entrepreneurship and encouraging economic development. This year’s Honored Communities 

are: Hartland Township, the City of Hillsdale, the City of Houghton, the City of Saginaw, and the City of 

Tecumseh.  
  

  

  



    

                          

  

Hartland Township  
Hartland Township is a community with a generous spirit and appreciation for 

small businesses and entrepreneurs. The Township focuses on supporting the 

success of its community members and businesses through a variety of 

initiatives, such as connecting its youth to career opportunities, funding research 

to aid in attracting desirable projects for commercial developers, and hosting 

events to raise donations for fund-seeking organizations.   

  

City of Hillsdale  
The City of Hillsdale takes pride in building a community that supports family, 

tradition, and opportunity through unique strategies. The City is committed to 

connecting hiring employers with community members eagerly searching for  

employment, including returning citizens and students. A community that is focused on being a 

compelling location for innovative investors, the City of Hillsdale is busy creating a future that is full of 

promise.   

    

City of Houghton  
  

The City of Houghton is not only a beautiful region, but its natural assets also create 

an environment ideal for entrepreneurs to locate and create a life. The City has found 

a successful balance of developing the downtown area and creating job opportunities, 

while still maintaining its small-town feel and values. In addition to efforts that 

continuously attract people and new businesses, The City of Houghton is committed  

to investing in the existing talents of the community, which in turn keeps them in Houghton.  

  

City of Saginaw  

 The City of Saginaw has developed several avenues to bring together the talent of its 

community and employers seeking the right fit. Such connections have proven to be 

valuable for students and alumni of the regional universities, those in poverty unable 

to secure employment, and organizations seeking employees. Supporting 

entrepreneurs is also a key priority of the City of Saginaw, and the community has 

successfully created resources to bring together business owners and service professionals in order to 

guide a small business from idea to launch.  

  

City of Tecumseh  
  

With a collaborative nature and unwavering support for its community, theCity  

of Tecumseh is home to a growing workforce and successful business community. Through strong 

relationships and generous spirits, a number of small businesses in the City have been revitalized and 

workforce demands have been addressed. The City of Tecumseh is a prime example of what can be 

accomplished when individuals work together.  



    

                          

  

 2019 Five-Star and Four-Star Communities   

  

Beyond the five Honored Communities, a total of 183 communities were recognized as 5-star and 4star 

communities. The 5-star and 4-star communities in the eCities project are part of a group of Michigan 

communities that have seen the strongest growth in business development over the past five years, 

while controlling the costs of doing business in town.  

Five-Star Honored Communities  
Allendale Charter Township  Grand Haven Charter Township  City of Owosso  

Armada Township  Green Oak Charter Township  Charter Township of Oxford  

Atlas Township  City of Grosse Pointe Park  Paradise Township  

City of Auburn Hills  City of Grosse Pointe Woods  City of Perry  

City of Benton Harbor  Hamburg Township  Plainfield Charter Township  

City of Birmingham  Harrison Charter Township  City of Pontiac  

Charter Township of Bloomfield  City of Hazel Park  City of Reading  

Brandon Charter Township  Charter Township of Highland  City of Richmond  

City of Brighton  City of Holland  City of Rochester Hills  

Byron Township  City of Houghton  City of Romulus  

Caledonia Charter Township  City of Huntington Woods  City of Roseville  

Cascade Charter Township  City of Ironwood  City of Royal Oak  

Clinton Charter Township  City of Kentwood  Shelby Charter Township  

City of Coldwater  Kochville Township  Springfield Charter Township  

Charter Township of Commerce  City of Laingsburg  City of St. Clair Shores  

Davison Township  City of Lansing  City of Sterling Heights  

Delta Charter Township  City of Lapeer  City of Sturgis  

DeWitt Charter Township  Leighton Township  Charter Township of Superior  

East Bay Charter Township  Leoni Township  City of Troy  

City of East Grand Rapids  Lyon Charter Township  Tyrone Township  

City of East Lansing  Macomb Township  Vassar Township  

City of Eastpointe  City of Madison Heights  Vienna Charter Township  

Emmett Charter Township  Manchester Township  City of Walker  

City of Farmington Hills  Meridian Charter Township  City of Walled Lake  

City of Fenton  Charter Township of Milford  Washington Charter Township  

Charter Township of Fenton  Mount Morris Charter Township  Waterford Charter Township  

City of Ferndale  City of New Baltimore  West Bloomfield Charter Township  

Fruitport Charter Township  City of Novi  City of Wixom  

Genoa Charter Township  City of Oak Park  City of Wyoming  

Georgetown Charter Township  Charter Township of Oakland  City of Ypsilanti  

City of Gladstone  Oceola Township  Charter Township of Ypsilanti  

City of Grand Blanc  Orion Charter Township  City of Zeeland  

  Oshtemo Charter Township    



    

                          

  

Four-Star Honored Communities  
City of Albion  City of Frankenmuth  Charter Township of Northville  
City of Alma  City of Fraser  City of Norton Shores  

City of Ann Arbor  Garfield Charter Township  Park Township  

Ann Arbor Charter Township  Charter Township of Genesee  Pere Marquette Charter Township  

Antwerp Township  Grand Blanc Charter Township  City of Petoskey  

Bath Charter Township  City of Grand Ledge  Pittsfield Charter Township  

Bedford Township  City of Grand Rapids  City of Plymouth  

City of Belding  Grand Rapids Charter Township  Charter Township of Plymouth  

City of Berkley  City of Grandville  Port Huron Charter Township  

Bridgeport Charter Township  City of Grosse Pointe Farms  City of Portage  

Brownstown Charter Township  City of Hamtramck  City of Rochester  

City of Burton  Hartland Township  City of Sault Ste. Marie  

Cambridge Township  Holly Township  City of Southfield  

Cannon Township  City of Howell  City of Southgate  

Charter Township of Canton  City of Hudsonville  Spring Lake Township  

City of Cheboygan  Independence Charter Township  City of St. Clair  

City of Chelsea  City of Jackson  City of St. Johns  

Chesaning Township  City of Livonia  City of St. Louis  

Chesterfield Charter Township  Marine City  Summit Township  

Comstock Charter Township  City of Marquette  City of Taylor  

City of Davison  Marquette Charter Township  City of Tecumseh  

City of Dearborn  City of Marysville  Traverse City  

Delhi Charter Township  City of Mason  Union Charter Township  

Elmwood Charter Township  City of Melvindale  City of Utica  

City of Escanaba  City of Monroe  Charter Township of Van Buren  

City of Farmington  City of Mount Pleasant  City of Warren  

City of Flint  Charter Township of Mundy  Charter Township of White Lake  

Charter Township of Flint  City of Northville  City of Williamston  

City of Flushing    City of Woodhaven  

      

      

      

      
   

  



    

                          

  

 

Highlights  

This year, the 277 eligible communities from 54 counties span the state of Michigan and are home to 

70% of its population. Over the five-year period of 2014-2018, these communities increased their 

capital assets by an average of 2.25% per year by investments such as road and parking structure 

improvements, water main and streetscape upgrades, as well as police, fire, and computer equipment. 

In 2018 alone, these communities spent over $24.5 billion on such investments. Further, these places 

are home to 85% of Michigan’s real commercial property and have 68% of the state’s total property 

value.  

  

In 2019, eCities recognized 183 municipalities as four- and five- star communities. The four- and five-

star communities come from 39 Michigan counties. These communities vary in size, with some being 

the most populated places in the state, to others being home to just over 1,000 residents. From 2014-

2018, these communities were able to grow property values (up 7%) and capital assets (up 2%), while 

only increasing property tax rates by less than one percent.  

  

Conclusion   

eCities 2019 marked more than a decade of helping communities to improve the state’s entrepreneurial 

climate by collecting and sharing the strategies and successes of Michigan municipalities and providing 

an understanding of what strategies are successful in engaging the business community. The eCities 

project highlights how local governments from across Michigan are growing their communities and 

supporting businesses. As a university, the University of Michigan-Dearborn wants to share the successes 

and educate about the best practices that can be used by other communities in the state. As the nature 

of economic development evolves, eCities is a tool to help local governments demonstrate their role in 

the changing economy. These governments are supporting unique and innovative efforts locally, while 

collaborating regionally to help Michigan businesses compete in an ever-changing business climate.  

Much like the entrepreneurs whom they covet, communities need to understand that strategies 

cannot be copied and applied without consideration. Communities need to recognize and match their 

resources to best meet the needs of their businesses if they are to encourage growth and attract 

entrepreneurial investment.   

  
To learn more about the eCities project or iLabs, please contact us at ecities-umdilabs@umich.edu or 

313.593.3991. eCities 2020 will launch in May 2020. Visit www.umdilabs.com/ecities for updates.  

http://www.umdilabs.com/ecities
http://www.umdilabs.com/ecities


    

                            

  

 


